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EDITORIALS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The Next Meeting of the Association will be held at the 
Islington Central Library, Holloway Road, N.7, on November 
14th, at 7.30 p.m., when Miss Phyllis Appleby, Richmond Pub- 
lic Library, will read a paper on “ Parody,” and the chair will 
be taken by Mr. W. J. Harris, F.L.A., Chief Librarian. 

The Junior Section will meet at 6.30 p.m., when Miss E. 
Camplin will read a paper on “ The Ballad.” 

Light refreshments will be served at 7 p.m., by kind in- 
vitation of Mr. Harris. 

Islington Central Library is one minute’s walk from High- 
bury Corner, and the services to the Corner are as follows :— 

Bus.—4, 19, 30, 43, 143, 144. 

Tram.—9, 11, 13, 35, 39, 79. 

Train—North London Rly.—Book to Highbury. 
Great Northern Rly.—Book to Highbury. 
Piccadilly Rly.—Book to Holloway Road. 
City & S. London Rly.—Book to Highbury. 


Sessional Arrangements.—Preliminary Programme. 


December 12th.—At Lambeth. 
2.45 p.m. Assemble at St. Leonard’s Church, Streatham. 
3.0 p.m. Visit to the Streatham Depot of the United 
Dairies (London), Ltd. This is one of the 
largest and most recent milk-distributing cen- 
tres in the country. 
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5.0 p.m. Tea, by kind invitation. 

6.0 p.m. Lambeth Central Library. Re-organised 
library open for inspection. 

70pm. Address: “ Public Libraries from an Economic 
Aspect.” 
Speaker: Mr. T. E. Callender, Wood Green. 
Chairman: Mr. L. J. Packington, Chief 

Librarian. 


January 9th—At Hackney Town Hall. 
3.30 p.m. Address: “The Work of the National Book 
Council and its Importance to Librarians.” 
Speaker: Mr. Maurice Marston, Organising 
Secretary of the N.B.C. 
Chairman: Mr. W. H. Parker, F.L.A., Chief 
Librarian. 
5.30 p.m. Tea, by kind invitation. 


February 13th—At Southlands Branch Library, Battersea. 
Joint Meeting with the Library Association, London and 
Home Counties Branch. 

6.30 p.m. Preliminary Business. 

70pm. “The Union Catalogue of London Libraries,” 
by Mr. F. Seymour Smith, Bethnal Green. 

“Modern Library Binding and Book Papers,” 

by Mr. John Warner, Chief Librarian, New- 
port (Mon.) 
Chairman: Mr. A. Webb, President of the 
AA.L. 


March 13th.—At Bermondsey. 
3.0 pm. ‘Tour of Messrs. Peek, Frean’s Biscuit Factory. 
5 p.m. Tea at Bermondsey Central Library, by kind in- 
vitation. 

6p.m. Library open for inspection. 

7.0 p.m. Address: “Some French Authors.” 
Speaker: Mr. J. V. Summerfield, Richmond. 
Chairman: Mr. J. D. Stewart, Chief Librarian. 


April 10th.—At Wimbledon. 
Details in course of arrangement, but probably 
including afternoon visit to the William Morris 
Art Factory, Merton Abbey. The paper will 
be read by a member nominated by the N.W. 
Division of the Association. 
May 8th.—At the Ashburton Library, Croydon. 
3 p.m. Ramble over the Shirley and Addington Hills. 
5.0 p.m. Tea, by kind invitation. 
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0 p.m. Library open for inspection. 

7.0 p.m. Address: “The Library and the Librarian: 
Past, Present, and Future.” 

Speaker: Mr. H. A. Sharp, F.L.A., Deputy 


Librarian. 
Chairman: Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, F.L.A., 
Chief Librarian. 
June 12th.—Annual Meeting at Bristol. Details in course of 
arrangement. 


The Next Meeting of the Council will be held on Wednes- 
day, November 21st. 


Arnold Bennett devoted his weekly article in the Evening 
Standard dated 4th October, to a discussion of Dr. Lindsay’s 
remarks made at the L.A. Conference at Blackpool. Having 
regard to the recent correspondence in the Municipal Journal 
re “ Books or Staff,” and for the information of those who 
have to discuss this matter with councillors and others, we 
feel compelled to quote the following significant paragraph 
in full: 

“Public libraries are either insufficiently used, or misused, or (some- 
times) not used. Just as 80 per cent. of the heat of a coal fire is 
wasted, so is 80 per cent. of the value of a public library wasted. And 
the reason is the inadequacy of the staff. 

One hears that public libraries do not spend enough on books. I 
would reply that if they spent less on books and more on an educated 
staff, far better results would be obtained. It is not books that 
lack in the libraries; it is the key to their effective employment. That 
ma, the individualities and the attainments of librarians and their 
staffs. 

Foreign Travel for Assistant Librarians was advocated 
at Blackpool by Mr. G. T. Shaw, the Chief Librarian of Liver- 
pool. The idea is of course, an excellent one, and we hope 
that a system of vacation exchanges may be brought into 
being as soon as the International Library Association or the 
British Empire Library Association is born. In this connec- 
tion, and bearing in mind Miss E. G. Hayler’s American tour 
from Croydon last year, it is pleasant to report that Mr. J. 
Fred Smith, a member of the staff of the Liverpool Libraries, 
spent July in touring Canada and the U.S.A. He visited the 
Libraries of Toronto, Ottawa, Cleveland, Chicago, Cincinnati, 
Pittsburgh, Washington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston and 
New York. 


The New York Public Library Staff Representatives’ 
Council, at the beginning of this year, appointed a small com- 
mittee to consider grievances and complaints arising out of 
the system of salary increases and promotions. A copy of the 
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report issued on May 3rd has just been courteously sent to us 
‘by a friend of the association. The report, to English Assist- 
ant Librarians, seems an amazing document, so straightfor- 
ward is its language, so fearless its tone. We can imagine 
no staff association in England being able to criticise its 
Library Committee as the Board of Trustees are criticised in 
this report. Lack of space unfortunately forbids quotation, 
but the honesty of the following compels admiration: “ That 
the Trustees of the library are not interested in the welfare 
of the staff of the Circulation Department . . . that the 
Trustees antagonise the City officials . . . that the Trustees 
do not make a serious and sustained effort to secure ade- 
quate appropriations from the City.” The complaints vary 
from “salary increases are granted haphazard, chiefly depend- 
ent upon intercession by some superior, or vigorous insistence 
by the assistant herself,” to “assistants who are qualified and 
anxious to do professional library work are kept on routine 
tasks which could be just as well performed by persons with 
only clerical training.” The recommendations, which include 
a suggestion that the staff be divided into two classes of 
library workers, clerical and professional, were adopted 
seriatim. 


Miss S. Toms, the Hon. Librarian of the Association’s 
library of professional literature, has kindly intimated her 
willingness to give personal guidance and attention to those 
students who are able to call and see the library personally. 
The collection is housed, of course, at the Central Library, 
Holloway Road, Islington, N.1. The nearest Tube stations 
are Highbury and Holloway Road. 


A. C. F. Beales, B.A., who addressed the Association at 
the National Liberal Club in December, 1926, has been partly 
responsible for the preparation of a new and revised edition 
of Cassell’s “ Dictionary of English History ” (30/- net). 


Hendon District Council met with no opposition to their 
scheme for borrowing £20,000 for the erection of a Public 
Library. 


The Carnegie Trust have intimated to the County of 
Peebles Education Authority that, as the latter do not see 
their way to adopt the Trust’s recommendations regarding the 
administration of their rural libraries scheme, the balance of 
some £300 of an £800 grant made in 1921 lapses. 


The Sheffield City Council recently asked leave to borrow 
£16,000 for the erection of a branch library. 
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Bolton.—The Libraries Committee at the September 
meeting accepted a tender for £10,500 for the erection of a 
new Branch Library at Tonge Moor, a rapidly growing suburb 
of Bolton. Application is now to be made to the Ministry of 
Health for sanction to borrow this amount, which, if and when 
given, will mean the immediate commencement of the build- 
ing, the contractors having to complete within eight months. 


The Scottish Library Association held their Autumn 
School of Library Practice in Edinburgh, at the beginning of 
last month. The lecturers included Lt.-Col. J. M. Mitchell 
on “ Education for the Library Profession,” and Mr. Alexander 
Strain, of the Glasgow Libraries, on “'The Trend of Modern 
Library Practice.” 


THE INAUGURAL MEETING of the 34th SESSION. 


The meeting held on Wednesday, October 17th, was ren- 
dered doubly important by reason of the large numbei of 
members from the Divisions who were able to attend. The 
Midland Division and the South-Coast Divisions in particular 
were very well represented. The afternoon visit to the British 
Museum Library was restricted, for obvious reasons, fo the 
members who had travelled from distant cities and towns. 

The tea at the Plane Tree Restaurant, however, proved 
an entertaining meeting place where valued friends and col- 
leagues were able to talk. The meeting at the London School 
of Economics commenced at 6.30 p.m., with a presentation of 
a certificate to Mr. H. M. Cashmore, the City Librarian of 
Birmingham, conferring upon him the Honorary Fellowship 
of this Association for his valuable and valued services to the 
AA.L. Mr. Webb, in a short speech, paid an eloquent and 
well-deserved tribute to Mr. Cashmore. 

Mr. George Sampson, the eminent critic and educationist, 
then called upon Mr. Humbert Wolfe to read his paper on 
“Verse and the Modern Reader.” It is no hyperbole to state 
that nearly everybody in this large audience of over 200 was 
thrilled to emotional response, not only to the spirit of Mr. 
Wolfe’s delightful paper, but to the rare and unlooked for 
felicity of the poet’s reading of some modern verses. Mr. 
Wolfe’s striking appearance and his beautiful delivery threw 
a glamour even over an anthology piece by that great poet, 
W. B. Yeats, whose worst poems (misty rather than mystical) 
seem to be the result not so much of a Celtic twilight as of a 
London fog. 
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Votes of thanks were moved by Messrs. Webb and Snaith 
and Sandry and Chubb to Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Sampson respect- 
ively. In replying, Mr. Wolfe, proving the old adage that 
poets read each others verse even if nobody else does, made a 
graceful reference to Mr. Snaith’s distinguished poetry. This 
was a memorable evening and fully worthy of our great 
traditions. 


Birmingham.—The number of branches in the public library system 
of Birmingham reaches 23 with the addition of the new Ward End 
Library, which was formally opened by the Lord Mayor of Birmingham 
(Alderman A. H. James, C.B.E., J.P.), on October 2nd, 1928. The main 
lending library is very spacious and the bookcases radiate from the staff 
enclosure, with ample gangways between them. The shelving, in common 
with all the other furniture and fittings throughout the library, is of 
polished oak. The stock, which at the time of opening numbered 8,000 
volumes, exclusive of 3,000 in the junior department, is classified on the 
Dewey Decimal System, a sheaf catalogue, also classified, being provided. 
Open access with card charging is in use. The staff enclosure has pro- 
tection for the issue trays and is well equipped with shelves, drawers, 
cupboards and a built-in cabinet for borrowers’ vouchers. The total 
cost of the building and fittings was £12,323. 


New libraries were also opened at Westminster, by the Dean of West- 
minster, on Monday, October 8th, and at Leigh, Southend-on-Sea, by 
the Mayor (Councillor Arthur Bockett), on Wednesday, October 9th. 
At —_ ceremonies the Association was, by invitation, officially repre- 
sented. 

The St. Martin’s St., Westminster, library replaces the old St. 
Martin’s Lane library. The site of the new library is of much historic 
and literary interest, for a portion of it was formerly occupied by a 
house, at one time the residence of Sir Isaac Newton, and later on of 
Dr. Charles Burney, and his daughter Frances Burney. The elevation 
is modern English Renaissance, dignified in character and expressing 
the purpose of the building. The entrance hall is 25 feet long and 16 
feet wide. The paving to the vestibule is of marble mosaic and the 
balustrading to the staircase, which leads from the entrance hall, is in 
wrought iron, with a toned bronze handrail. The ground floor contains 
the Lending Library, which is approximately 50 feet square. A gallery 
supported on circular oak columns, runs along the north and east sides, 
reached by a small staircase. The collection is arranged on the “ open- 
access” system, and has shelf accommodation for upwards of 25,000 
volumes. The fittings, together with the gallery columns, architrave 
and balustrades, are carried out in wainscot oak. On the first floor is 
situated the Reference Library, entered from the main _ staircase. 
This room is of the same dimensions as the Lending Library. A gallery 
runs along the east side, and bookcases are arranged around the avail- 
able wall space, with accommodation for 7,000 volumes. Seats are pro- 
vided for 60 readers, who will be allowed direct access to the shelves. 
The tables have been specially designed, and with the bookcases and 
other fittings, are in wainscot oak. The flooring is of “ Bagac” wood 
block, a species of dark-coloured teak wood. The basement has been 
fitted up with metal shelving and will be used for a book storage for 
the Lending Library, whilst the second floor has been similarly prepared, 
as a book store, for the Reference Library. Eventually the library will 
have accommodation for 67,000 books. There is no Reading Room and 
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no Children’s Department. Altogether a very dignified and stately 
library and quite in keeping with the native splendours of the City of 
Westminster. A very gratifying addition to the public library systems 
of the country. 

The new library at Leigh sees the liquidating of the promise of the 
Southend Council to that part of the borough made when Leigh was 
incorporated, and concludes a several years’ negotiation. The old 
Rectory of Leigh was purchased by the Corporation for £5,125, together 
with about one acre of land around the Rectory for £1,500. The rectory 
has been successfully converted into a most delightful library at a cost 
of £4,700. The library has a frontage of about 100 feet, and admittance 
is gained through a small entrance hall in the middle of the front; the 
entrance hall leads to a small corridor which, to the left, leads to a 
staircase, and tq the right to the Librarian’s office. Beyond the entrance 
hall is the Lending Library, which is arranged on the “open access” 
system and contains accommodation for 20,000 books. On the first 
floor is a Reading Room and a Small Lecture Hall. The grounds sur- 
rounding the library will be made into a public recreation ground. The 
whole of the library, and its grounds, is situated on the top of a cliff 
overlooking the old village of Leigh and commanding a magnificent 
stretch of scenery, for from the grounds and the windows at the back 
and front of the library is a delightful view of the wide sweeping estuary 
of the Thames, with the hills of Kent fading away in the background. 
It is a charming little library, charmingly situated, and to the urban 
librarian exists only in his dreams. 


THE 5ist LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE. 


The 51st Annual Conference of the Library Association 
was held at Blackpool, 24th to 29th September. The proceed- 
ings officially began on Monday afternoon, with the opening 
of an exhibition of books, library fittings and appliances, which 
was held in the balcony of the Victoria Annexe at the Winter 
Gardens. The opening ceremony was performed by Dr. 
Lindsay, C.B.E., whose brief speech was rather marred by the 
powerful utterances of Carmo, the Great Magician, who hap- 
pened to he staging an opening ceremony of his own imme- 
diately beneath the balcony. Carmo won, but in praise of the 
Local Committee let it be said that this was the only occasion 
on which “local attractions ” interfered with the business of 
the Conference. 

In the evening a Conversazione was held at the Hotel 
Metropole, by invitation of the Chairman and Members of the 
Committee of the Blackpool Public Libraries and Art Gallery. 
At this function everyone was happily and busily employed 
in renewing acquaintanceships and in forming fresh ones. 

On Tuesday morning the Conference assembled in the 
Opera House to receive a Civic welcome from the Mayor of 
Blackpool, Councillor T. G. Lumb. This was followed by the 
first general session, opening with the induction, as President, 
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of Dr. A. D. Lindsay, C.B.E., Master of Balliol College, Ox- 
ford. The retiring President, the Earl of Elgin and Kincar- 
dine, was accompanied by his wife, Lady Elgin, and her pres- 
ence on the platform showing, as it did, sympathy with the 
Library Movement, was much appreciated. A vote of thanks 
to Lord Elgin for his services as President was moved by Dr. 
Guppy, who referred to the enthusiasm which his lordship had 
shown in his duties, and which had resulted in the success of 
the past year. 

In his Presidential Address, Dr. Lindsay deplored the 
ceaseless stream of books—good, bad and indifferent, and said 
that at times he felt that there were too many books in the 
world. Indeed, like Maggie Wylie, he appeared to want to 
“dam the flowing tide,” allowing only a “ trickle,” which was 
to comprise something like the Bible, Shakespeare, Plato’s 
“Republic,” and Kant’s “Critique of Pure Reason.” This 
was, of course, only an overstatement made by the President 
in order to emphasise his following remarks, which were an 
appeal for the co-ordination of libraries. 

Co-operation between the statutory bodies and voluntary 
organisations of all kinds was the life and soul of the adult 
educational movement, and libraries were a tremendous feat- 
ure of that movement. 

Dr. Lindsay continued: “ As I read your programme and 
your proceedings, I am struck by the fact that we are engaged 
in almost nothing else but in contriving how your books should 
be got into the hands of those who want to read them.” He 
advised those responsible for public libraries to remember that 
books in themselves were only the instruments of knowledge, 
and not knowledge itself. The public needed help in the selec- 
tion and use of these instruments, and before such help could 
be given, and the public libraries could take advantage of the 
immense field open to them in adult education, the notions of 
what size staff a public library required would have to be 
completely revised. Librarians are warned against looking 
upon books only from the antiquarian point of view. It was 
the “live ” books which counted, and this point was so stressed 
that Mr. G. T. Shaw, in moving a vote of thanks to the Presi- 
dent, observed that Dr. Guppy must have felt “mighty un- 
comfortable !” 

The Presidential address was followed by a discussion on 
“ Book Reviewing,” introduced by Mr. J. C. Squire, who held 
that the function of the reviewer was to point out what the 
book contained, and in this respect quotations should be an 
essential part of the review. He mentioned the practice of 
having reviews written by friends of the author, and told the 
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following story. A few years ago, he said, he met two men 
ina tavern. One of them had written a novel and they were 
reviewing it together (!), with the assistance of large tank- 
ards of ale. When Mr. Squire saw them they had reached the 
point where the review said: “It is a simple story, told with 
a quiet sincerity which—.” As neither the reviewers nor Mr. 
Squire could think of a satisfactory ending to this sentence, 
it had to be left out altogether. After all, there was some- 
thing of “quiet sincerity” in its elimination. 

Referring to the popular belief that no reviewer ever read 
the book he reviewed, Mr. Squire said that a really skilful 
“skimmer,” deliberately looking for salient elements might 
write a better review than if he had read the whole book. Mr. 
W. C. Berwick Sayers, who followed Mr. Squire, said he 
wished that reviewers would act as censors, while Mr. L. S. 
Jast would demand of a book review that there should be 
“more bee than Maeterlinck.” Reviewing was a technical 
job. Keen interest was taken in this subject, and various 
members gave their views. 

A discussion on “Regional Libraries in England and 
Wales,” was opened by Capt. R. Wright, M.C., County Librar- 
ian, Middlesex, the printed report of the Committee of the 
County Libraries Section of the Library Association having 
first been distributed. The linking up of libraries into larger 
groups, each centre to be described as a regional library, 
was suggested by Capt. Wright. The need for a stand- 
ard catalogue was emphasised and the financing of such 
a catalogue was to be recommended to the Carnegie Trust. 
In the matter of postages and telephone charges the collabora- 
tion of the postal authorities was to be desired. Mr. C. Nowell 
paid tribute to the help which was already obtainable by the 
loan of books from larger libraries, and Mr. L. S. Jast advo- 
cated the present system, and thought that inter-loaning was 
being carried out quite efficiently without any special organ- 
isation. The point of regional organisation was to be able to 
obtain the extraordinary book. ‘There was no need to take 
steps to supply a demand which it was thought ought to exist, 
but which actually did not. 

It was proposed that the Report be considered by the 
Library Association. 

In the afternoon simultaneous sessions were arranged. 
One of these was on “‘ County Libraries in Mining Areas,” by 
Mr. B. J. Barton-Eckett, County Librarian, Durham, and the 
other was devoted to three papers on “ The Inter-relationship 
of Libraries and Museums,” by Dr. E. E. Lowe (Leicester), 
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Mr. A. J. K. Esdaile, M.A., F.S.A. (British Museum), and Mr. 
J. A. Charlton Deas (Sunderland). Dr. Lowe dealt with the 
practice in St. Louis and in other American libraries, of loan- 
ing both specimens and books. Mr. Esdaile mentioned the 
various London libraries which had museums attached, such as 
the Science Library. The question of illuminated manuscripts : 
did they belong to the Museum or to the Library, really did 
not matter, he said, as long as complete co-operation was in 
force between the two departments. Mr. Deas endeared him- 
self to the majority of his audience by his remark that the 
librarian was better fitted for the dual role of librarian and 
curator, than was the curator. 

In the evening a reception was held at the Winter Gardens 
by his Worship the Mayor of Blackpool, and this was followed 
by a Mayoral Ball in the Empress Ballroom. Both reception 
and ball were greatly enjoyed, and the details of some of the 
frocks which subsequently appeared in a local paper, were 
extremely gratifying to the ladies, and also to one gentleman, 
for it was announced that “ Mr. S. Jast (Manchester) wore a 
frock of broche-patterned black tissue georgette, and jade 
green georgette” ! 

Wednesday’s general session was devoted to “ British 
Commonwealth Library Liaison,” by Messrs. E. A. Savage and 
G. T. Shaw. Mr. Savage read a Memorandum prepared by 
the Executive Committee of the Library Association Council 
detailing the possibilities of bibliographical co-operation, co- 
operative cataloguing and classification, and other advantages 
which might be gained through the foundation of a British 
Commonwealth Library Association. A general Conference, 
to be held about once in every five or six years and in such 
varying localities as Canada, South Africa, India and Great 
Britain, was suggested, and the Library Association Record 
was to become the Library Record of the British Common- 
wealth. 

Mr. G. T. Shaw dealt mainly with the need for foreign 
travel for British Library Assistants, and suggested the estab- 
lishment of a “ Travellers’ Fund,” which was to grant loans 
to assistants for this purpose. The money thus granted was 
to be repaid on easy terms by the assistant, or the necessary 
sum could be paid into the Fund in instalments beforehand, 
as into a Savings Bank. For comparatively young assistants 
the first method would seem the best, as salaries tend to in- 
crease in proportion to the age and experience of the assistant, 
and the repayment would scarcely be felt. This, of course, is 
a matter of individual opinion. Most assistants are keen 
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enough to enjoy making any sacrifice which will result in a 
wider knowledge of their profession. 

Mr. L. S. Jast pointed out that the chief difficulty with 
which the Library Association had to contend in any attempt 
at co-operation with Foreign or Dominion Associations was 
that no British librarian could attend the meetings held out- 
side the British Isles. Public librarians had first to educate 
their own authorities in making them realise the need for for- 
eign travel. 

Ald. F. Henderson (Norwich) made a spirited attack on 
the scheme for a Commonwealth Federation. Knowledge 
knew no boundaries, he said. 

Many speakers joined in a lively discussion, and a resolu- 
tion was adopted referring the subject to the Library Associa- 
tion Council for report. 

A paper on the “ County Library from the Educationist’s 
point of view ” was given by Mr. H. W. Household, Secretary 
of Education for Gloucestershire, who was ambitious enough 
to suggest that public libraries circulate not only books, but 
also gramophone records of good music and reproductions of 
good pictures. This seems rather too big a step to take at 
present; think of the discussions at future Conferences on 
what constitutes a “ good” picture! 

It was extremely unfortunate in view of the high-minded 
sentiments on Dominion co-operation which had been freely 
expressed earlier in the morning that the account of the public 
library movement in India, given by Mr. D. T. Rao, Joint Sec- 
retary of the All-India Public Library Association, was ac- 
corded only about ten minutes at the end of the morning 
session. Even at that late hour Mr. Rao succeeded in holding 
the interest of his audience to a marked degree. May we 
respectfully suggest that on future occasions a little more 
courtesy be extended to a Dominion representative? 

In the afternoon a visit was paid to Stonyhurst College, 
where treasures of more than usual interest were inspected. 

On the return journey a halt was made at Preston, where 
members had the opportunity of viewing the headquarters of 
the Lancashire County Library system. Informal discussions 
on various subjects, including the question of net books, were 
held at Blackpool in the evening. 

The Annual Business Meeting of the Association took 
place on Thursday morning. The outstanding events were 
the passing of two resolutions moved on behalf of the Council 
by Mr. L. S. Jast: (a) That the whole of the Bye-Laws at 
present in force be revoked on December 3lst, 1928; and (b) 
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That the revised Bye-Laws be approved and, subject to con- 
firmation by the Lords of the Privy Council, come into force 
on January Ist, 1929. These resolutions were “rushed 
through.” Little time for discussion was allowed, and all 
amendments, except those moved by Mr. E. A. Savage, which 
were pre-arranged and printed in the Programme, were ruled 
out. The terms of qualification for inclusion as a Fellow in 
the proposed Register of Librarians (Section A9 of the revised 
Bye-Laws) is of special interest. A9 (i.) rules: “ The follow- 
ing may be elected Fellows: (a) Holders of the Diploma of 
the Library Association or of a recognised School of Librarian- 
ship, or of the complete certificate issued by the Library Asso- 
ciation prior to 1901; (b) Graduates of a recognised University 
who hold certificates in Bibliography, Library Organisation, 
Cataloguing, and Classification issued by the Library Associa- 
tion or by a recognised School of Librarianship, and who have 
had three years’ full-time library service approved by the 
Library Association.” 

The reason why four certificates are deemed sufficient in 
the second clause (b) does not seem very clear. The equal- 
isation (for purposes of registration) of the Diplomas of the 
Library Association and of the School of Librarianship (clause 
a) is also somewhat of a mystery. Candidates for the Library 
Association diploma are required to submit a thesis in addition 
to obtaining six sectional certificates, while the School of 
Librarianship dispenses with a thesis in issuing its diploma. 
The fact that there are at present only fourteen Diplomates 
of the Library Association speaks for itself. A heated dis- 
cussion took place on the respective merits of the two dip- 
lomas. The feeling of the meeting as a whole was directly 
opposed to the School of Librarianship, and even the eloquence 
of Mr. Esdaile, who made a speech in extenuation of the Bye- 
law, failed to satisfy the members. A resolution was passed 
referring the question to the Education Committee, with the 
expression of opinion from the meeting. If the revised Bye- 
Laws fail to pass the Privy Council, the Library Association 
will, of course, be in the unfortunate position of having no 
constitution! 

During the morning it was announced by Mr. Esdaile, in 
answer to a proposal that the Library Association Record be 
issued monthly, that supplementary News Bulletins would be 
issued during the intervening months, although the Record 
itself would still remain a quarterly. 

Once again simultaneous sessions were arranged for the 
afternoon, one of these being on “ County Library Finance and 
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Programmes of Development,” by Mr. H. A. Twort, County 
Librarian, West Sussex, and the other on “ Libraries in Public 
and Secondary Schools,” to which contributions were made by 
Miss M. Cant, Librarian, Ladies’ College, Cheltenham, Mr. 
C. A. Stott, Aldenham School, Mr. E. G. Savage, H.M.I., Board 
of Education, and Mr. J. H. Fowler, English Association. Miss 
Cant and Mr. Stott both gave accounts of their own school 
libraries. Mr. E. G. Savage stated that during the year the 
Board of Education had published a pamphlet on the subject 
of school libraries in which it was stated that “the fact that a 
Library is no less an indispensable part of every secondary 
school than a laboratory is only beginning to be recognised 
by some schools and some authorities.” He urged the necess- 
ity of co-operation between schools and the local libraries. 
In America full use was made of co-operation. The next step 
to be taken in this country was to train the teachers to in- 
struct the children in the use of books. 

Mr. J. H. Fowler’s account of his experiences as School 
Librarian at Clifton College concluded the meeting. As it was 
thought that too little time had been allotted to a subject of 
such interest, it was agreed to ask the Council to include the 
subject at the Brighton Conference next year. 

The next two or three hours were spent in “riotous 
living ”—otherwise, tea at the Casino, South Shore, and a tour 
of the Pleasure Beach, with free admission to the chief amuse- 
ments. ‘These included the Scenic Railway, The Big Dipper, 
the Indian Temple of Mystery, and the Water Chute. Much 
anxious thought was expended as to whether the thrills of the 
Big Dipper would prove more enjoyable before or after tea. 
However, after surviving the Dipper, one’s attitude towards 
the Scenic (why Scenic?) Railway was quite blasé. Thurs- 
day’s proceedings terminated with the Annual Dinner, at the 
Hotel Metropole. 

There were two excursions arranged for Friday, one to 
Windermere and the other to Wigan. Those whose choice 
fell upon Wigan were entertained to lunch by the Wigan Pub- 
lic Libraries Committee, and were afterwards shown over the 
Wigan Public Libraries, where an exhibition of mining litera- 
ture was in progress. A visit was then paid, at the invitation 
of the 27th Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, to Haigh Hall, 
where members were graciously received by the Earl and his 
son. The famous library was open to the visitors, and a 
special exhibition of rare and curious books had been arranged. 
It is safe to say that all the delegates broke the Tenth Com- 
mandment, although one librarian made the proud boast that 
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the juvenile collection was better and the set of Whitaker 
more complete in his own Public Library. It was a cheering 
thought, and we all took comfort in it, although we still went 
on breaking that Commandment. Tea was provided, and the 
sincere thanks of the Association for a visit which was a lib- 
eral education in itself, were conveyed to the Earl and his son. 

The Blackpool Conference was undoubtedly a success. 
Most of the papers were “live,” local arrangements were 
excellent, so also was the weather. 

Co-operation seemed the keynote of the whole Conference; 
let us all do our share in this respect and there will be less 
wasted effort and less discouragement. 

M. G. B. 


The ASLIB Conference, 1928. 


By F. E. Sanpry, the A.A.L. Delegate, and Treasurer to 
the Association. 


The fifth annual Conference of the Association of Special Libraries 
and Information Bureaux was held this year at New College, Oxford, 
September 14th—17th. The delightful setting thus provided, the fine 
weather, and the very efficient arrangements made for our entertain- 
ment, combined to make the Conference a very pleasant experience. 
A lengthy programme of papers precluded the conscientious delegate 
from much exploration of the charms of Oxford. Time was found, how- 
ever, for conducted visits to the Clarendon Press and the Bodleian 
Library, visits all too short, but made doubly interesting by the courtesy 
of members of the respective staffs, who acted as guides. On Sunday 
afternoon delegates had the privilege of a tour of some of the Colleges, 
under the expert guidance of Alderman Cookson, and those who took 
part found their energy well rewarded. 

The papers presented were numerous, and those prepared for the 
Sectional Meetings, appealing to special interests, synchronous, so that 
one delegate could not attend all. Much time was saved by having papers 
printed and circulated in advance. They were then taken as read, and 
the sessions left free for discussion. Those attended by the writer 
were all interesting and practical, but there were too many for description 
in so short a report. Full particulars will be found in the forthcoming 
report to be published by ASLIB. 

A few notes must suffice on the papers more immediately germane 
to the interests of the AA.L. At the opening session Dr. Hutton gave 
an account of the work of ASLIB, pointing out that its special function 
was less in supplying detailed information than in putting members in 
touch with sources of information. Dr. Hutton stated that the great 
work of the ASLIB Directory is still going forward. New sources of 
information are being added almost daily, and the results are available 
to all members on application to the office. 

Mr. Norman Parley presented his very interesting and important 
paper on the “Reproduction of Books and Manuscripts” that has 
already appeared in the Record (1). 

A paper on “The Literature of Scientific Management,” by Mr. J. 
Forbes Marsden, was introduced by Major L. Urwick, O.B.E., M.C., M.A, 
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in a brilliant and amusing address. Major Urwick ably outlined the 
purpose of scientific management and its progress from the pioneer 
work of Dr. F. W. Taylor. The paper gave some useful information on 
the literature of the subject. Public libraries should provide the best 
of this literature for their readers, as many do; they might well apply 
its principles to their own work. 

The Editor of Engineering introduced a discussion on “ Existing 
types of indexes to technical periodicals.” Mr. Johnson noted the great 
variety in arrangement and extent of different indexes, and while ad- 
mitting the diverse needs of various groups of readers, urged the value 
of more uniform methods. At any rate indexes should be as full and 
informative as practicable. 

A paper particularly interesting to librarians now that archives are 
coming more and more into their custody, was presented by Mr. Hilary 
Jenkinson, M.A., F.S.A., of the Record Office. Readers interested should 
look out for this in the report. Mr. Jenkinson deals with the special 
training necessary for the young librarian, and the paper forms a useful 
little introduction, which should send readers to the author’s vade 
mecum on the whole subject (2). 

At last year’s conference our Hon. Editor, Mr. F. Seymour Smith, 
read a paper detailing a plan for a union catalogue of London Libraries. 
This year Mr. Arundel Esdaile, M.A., the Secretary of the British 
Museum, came back to this in a paper on the “ Unification of the Library 
Resources of London.” As a result the conference resolved to apply to 
the Carnegie Trust for financial aid in producing the Union Catalogue. 
Mr. Esdaile, however, did not stop here but restated the indictment of 
London borough libraries that they are insular and do not provide ade- 
quately for student readers. He supported Mr. Pacy’s proposal (3) for 
the establishment of half a dozen reference libraries of about 100,000 
volumes, which would provide for undergraduate and other readers who 
at present embarrass the overcrowded Reading Room at the Museum. 
There was not time fully to discuss this important paper, nor is there 
space here, but one’s own experience compels assent, in the main, to 
Mr. Esdaile’s remarks. 

Mr. Alexander Farquharson, M.A. (of Leplay House), provided a 
paper on “Civic and Regional Surveys: their Relation to Information 
Bureaux.” Mr. Farquharson emphasized the importance of all local 
material being collected and preserved in local public libraries. He 
found that many libraries had good collections of topographical and other 
local literature of the past, but were deficient in the official and other 
publications dealing with present-day economic and social conditions 
in the locality. 

An interesting discussion, in which the public library delegates had 
most of the say, arose from an address by Mr. C. Rae Griffin on “A 
Book-review Digest.” A resolution was finally passed that the Council 
of ASLIB be asked to consider the possibility of issuing an annotated 
quarterly list of current scientific and technical books. The resolution 
was afterwards amended to include all other branches of literature, and 
provided for consultation with the Library Association. The amend- 
ment, in the writer’s opinion, removes the project to the Greek Kalends. 

“Some Notes on the Durability of Paper,’ by Captain J. S. Allen, 
PLC. and Mr. Norman Parley’s “Durability of Printed Papers and 
Manuscripts,” which appears in the current Record (4), introduced a 
valuable discussion of the subject. The conference resolved to approve 
the Resolutions and Recommendations of the Committee of Experts, due 
to be considered by the League of Nations, and further to ask the Gov- 
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ernment to set up a testing station or a Committee to fix standards of 
durability for papers, and to consider the advisability of enforcing by 
statute the printing of books for the copyright libraries on papers of 
approved durability. 


Dr. S. C. Bradford, of the Science Library, Science Museum, South 
Kensington, in a paper entitled “ The Necessity for the Standardisation 
of Bibliographical Methods,” put in a strong plea for the general adop- 
tion of the Brussels Extension of Dewey (5) in bibliographical work. 
Dr. Bradford showed that the Brussels scheme is already widely adopted. 
It “is used by more than 10,000 scientific and business organisations of 
all kinds in thirty-eight countries of the world.” Further, the scheme 
has been applied successfully to the Science Library’s huge card subject- 
index containing more than a million references. 


The Council and General Secretary of ASLIB are to be congratu- 
lated on a skilfully organised and entirely successful conference, the 
more so as the organisation was undertaken this year under difficult 
circumstances. 


(1) Library Association Record, New Series, vol. VI., 1928, pp. 9—19. 
(2) Jenkinson (Hilary) Manual of Archive Administration. Oxford: 1922. 
; _ Clarendon Press. 
(3) Board of Education. Public Libraries Committee. Report, 1927. pp. 215—6. 
(4) Library Association Record, New Series, Vol.VI., 1928. pp. 161—172. 
(5) Institut International de a, Brussels. ‘‘ Manuel de la Classification 
imale.” 


NOTES ON BOOKS AND AUTHORS 
II. 


THE POETRY OF A. J. YOUNG 
By STANLEY SNAITH 


In a letter to me A. J. Young praised Edward Thomas 
for his rare capacity for “ giving his moods to nature.” No 
phrase could more fittingly be used of A. J. Young him- 
self. He is that most delightful of beings, a true nature poet. 
I am prepared to go further and swear that, with the obvious 
exception of Thomas, he is the truest and finest nature poet 
since John Clare. Alone among modern poets, he and Thomas 
are with Clare in this, that they approach nature simply, sin- 
cerely, and humbly, giving their moods to her moods, using 
their sensibilities as an instrument to articulate her subtle mes- 
sages. They do not, like Tennyson, use nature for decorative 
ends, weaving her colours and forms as filaments into a large 
emotional fabric. They do not, like Keats and many another, 
come to nature solely for stimulation of the senses. Rather 
they are content to observe, by the most delicate attunement 
of their minds, those casual incidents of the countryside whose 
significance would otherwise be lost. When Clare writes of 


the — “crimp and curdled leaf”; when Thomas tells 
us 0 
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A perfect day 
For sowing; just 
As sweet and dry was the ground 
As tobacco dust; 


or A. J. Young of 
The slant-legged robin 
With autumn on his chest, 

we experience an intimacy with the earth, subtle yet exhilar- 
ating, such as no other kind of poetry can communicate. This 
is not to say that Young is superior to Tennyson, or that I 
value Thomas more than Keats. But I do say that such poetry 
as this is singularly rare and precious, and that to become 
familiar with it is permanently to enrich one’s experience. 

The first book from A. J. Young was The Adversary, a 
play of sinewy force, a hymn from which was quoted in The 
Library Assistant last month. But the best and most char- 
acteristic of his works is to be found in The Birdcage (Bumpus, 
3/6, 1926). How many copies of this book have been sold I 
do not know; but I dare suggest that the number would not 
inspire envy in the bosom of Elinor Glyn. Yet if 
there are a dozen volumes by contemporary poets likely 
to survive, The Birdcage must surely be among them. This 
intimate, reticent verse, rising and falling with the most mel- 
odious melancholy, has a fascination which I can find nowhere 
else among living poets. Listen to the cadence: 


The Last Leaf 


I saw how rows of white raindrops 
From bare boughs shone, 

And how the storm had stript the leaves 
Forgetting none 

Save one left high on a top twig 
Swinging alone; 

Then that, too, bursting into song 
Fled and was gone. 

I choose this poem chiefly to illustrate the gravity and 
sweetness of his rhythm; yet how vivid, how rich and distilled 
is its observation! And there is scarcely a page without 
poetry of this authentic mintage. The whole book is, in fact, 
a portrait of a man, a recluse, moving about the woods and 
lanes, not merely on fine days but in all weathers, and noting 
with passionate humility the rain in the leaves, the catkins 
wagging, and 

Anemones white as the magi’s star, 
And ash-buds brushed with shining tar. 

The result is a poetry which, like nature herself, yields 
up its riches gradually ; at first reading it is even a little 
flat and “neutral.” It is definitely for the “passionate few.” 
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But if any reader of this note has penetrated to the inner spirit 
of Edward Thomas, and not acquired The Birdcage I exhort 
him to do so. He will not be disappointed. Then let him 
ransack Charing Cross Road for a copy of The Adversary (I 
found mine by the most felicitous of chances; the gods must 
have been pleased with me), and if the two books together 
do not soon find their way on to that shelf which all of us keep 
for particular treasures, I shall be much surprised. 


THE DIVISIONS. 


MipLAND Division.—ANNuAL, MEETING. 


Forty members attended the Annual Meeting of the Division at the 
‘Ward End Branch Library, Birmingham, on October 3rd. 

Mr. H. M. Cashmore presided, and opened the meeting by reading 
a letter from the President of the Association sending good wishes for 
a successful session. 

The Annual Report of the Divisional Committee was adopted on 
the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. Chubb, and the Financial 
Statement was adopted on the motion of Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. 
Lindsay. The Ballot for the election of Officers and Committee resulted 
in the election of the following : 

Chairman: Mr. H. Sargeant, Coventry; Hon. Treasurer: Miss M. 
G. Baker, Birmingham; Hon. Secretary: Mr. V. Woods; Hon. Assist. 
Secretary: Miss E. M. Bradshaw, Birmingham; Hon. Auditor: Mr. C. 
Jackson, Birmingham; Divisional Committee: Miss M. Atherton, Miss 
E. Weston, Mr. L. Chubb, Mr. F. J. Patrick, Mr. E. O. Reed, Mr. H. 
Woodbine. 

Mr. Sergeant then took the Chair and thanked the members for his 
election, and moved a vote of thanks to the retiring Chairman and 
Committee. 

A recommendation from the Divisional Committee to amend the 
Rules to make provision for a Vice-Chairman was agreed to. After the 
work for the forthcoming session had been discussed, a resolution con- 
gratulating Messrs. Cashmore, Patrick and Grindle on their appoint- 
ments as City Librarian, Deputy City Librarian, and Inspector of Lending 
Libraries respectively, was carried with applause. 

A long resolution concerning the Registration proposals of the L.A. 
was moved by Mr. Chubb, seconded by Mr. Revie, and carried, with 
the Hon. Secretary as the only dissentient. 

V. W. 


Mipianp Divistion—AnnuaL Report, 1927-1928. 


The Divisional Committee have pleasure in submitting the following 
Report for the year ending 30th September, 1928, 

1.—MemseErsHip: The membership of the Division is now 151, com- 
pared with 134 last year, an increase of 27. 

2.—MeEeEtINGcsS: The Annual Meeting was held in Birmingham on 14th 
September, 1927, when the following officers were elected: 

Chairman: Mr. H. M. Cashmore; Hon. Treasurer: Miss M. G. 
Baker; Hon. Secretary : Mr. V. Woods; Hon. Assist. Secretary: Miss 
E. M. Bradshaw; Hon. Auditor: Mr. C. Jackson; Divisional Committee: 
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the Misses Atherton and Weston, and Messrs. Chubb, Patrick, Sargeant, 
and Woodbine. 

Ordinary meetings have been held as follows :— - ; 

October 19th, at Stourbridge. During the afternoon a visit was paid 
to the Glass Works of Messrs. T. Webb and Sons. After tea, kindly 
provided by the Mayor of Stourbridge (Alderman L. J. Cook), papers 
were read by Mr. H. Sargeant on “W. H. Hudson,” and by Mr. L. 
Chubb on “the Report of the Departmental Committee.” A musical pro- 
gramme, arranged by Mr. Bristow, concluded the meeting. 

November 2nd, at Birmingham. Joint meeting with the Birmingham 
and District Library Association. A discussion on the Report of the 
Departmental Committee was opened by Mr. Chubb and Mr. Ewart 


en. 

December 7th, at Birmingham. In the afternoon members visited the 
Soho Foundry Weighing Apparatus Factory of Messrs. W. and 
Avery and Co. At the evening meeting an address on “Prospects in 
County Library Work” was delivered by Mr. Edgar Osborne. 

January 25th, at Birmingham. The following papers, arranged by 
Mr. Herbert Woodbine, were read on “ Modern Fine Printing”: “An 
Introduction,” by Mr. Woodbine ; “Kelmscott Press,” by Miss H. 
Bradley; “Vale Press,” by Miss C. Meachem; “ Eragny Press,” by Miss 
W. Hughes; “ Ashendene Press,” by Miss E. M. Bradshaw; “ Doves 
Press,” by Miss F. Withers; “Essex House Press,” by Miss M. E. 
Clegg; “ Dun Emer and Cuala Presses,” by Miss A. Goodwin. 

March 7th, at Wolverhampton. In the afternoon a visit was paid 
to the factory of Messrs. Guy Motors, Ltd. Tea, which was kindly pro- 
vided by the Mayor of Wolverhampton (Councillor E. A. Wood), was 
followed by a meeting at the Public Library, when addresses were de- 
livered on “ What is Art,” by Mr. R. J. Emerson, R.B.S., A.M.C., and 
on “ How the Public Library has-helped me,” by Mr. W. Hadfield Ward. 

April 18th, at Birmingham. The Fifth Annual Magazine Evening. 
Articles were contributed by eight members. 

May 23rd, at Coventry. In the afternoon members visited the City 
Guild Museum, and other local places of interest. After tea, kindly pro- 
vided by the Coventry Public Libraries Committee, Mr. C. Nowell read 
a paper on “ The Provision of Commercial and Technical Literature in 
the Smaller Public Libraries.” 

Detailed reports of these meetings have appeared in “The Library 
Assistant.” 

The Committee acknowledges with pleasure the services of the mem- 
bers and others who have read papers at these meetings, and of the 
Librarians of Stourbridge, Wolverhampton and Coventry for making 
local arrangements for the meetings held in those towns. 

3. Epucationar, Activities : 35 members of the Division were 
students in the Association’s classes in preparation for the L.A. Exams. 
ae the year 47 members were successful candidates for L.A. Cer- 

ificates. 

4.—Soctar, Activit1es: A Social Committee, consisting of the Misses 
Baker, Hardy, Paterson, Thompson and Weston, and Messrs. Cashmore, 
Hunt and Woods, was appointed in November. Miss E. Weston has 
again acted as Secretary to this Committee, and it is largely due to her 
efforts that the social events have been so successful, and have incurred 
no charge on the funds of the Division. The following events took place 
during the year :— 

October 6th, 1927—Dance at the Vestry Hall, Birmingham. 
January 18th, 1928—Third Annual Christmas Party, Birmingham. 
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5.—RamBLEs: Ten Sunday Rambles have been held during the year, 
and all have been very enjoyable. The Summer Meeting took the form 
of a Ramble this year, and was very successful. 


6.—FInances: In view of the heavy expenditure during the year, 
the balance on the Divisional funds is extremely satisfactory, and the 
special thanks of the Committee are tendered to the Hon. Treasurer 
(Miss M. G. Baker) for her capable management of the Division’s 
finances. 


7.—MacGazInE Cxius: At the last Annual Meeting it was decided to 
establish a Magazine Club for circulating professional periodicals 
amongst members. Eighteen members joined the Club, and the following 
periodicals have been circulated: “The Librarian,” “Library World,” 
“Library Review,” “Library Association Record,” “Library Journal,” 
“Libraries.” The Committee is indebted to Mr. H. M. Cashmore for 
subscribing to the “ Library Review,” and to Mr. Woodbine for lending 
a copy of the L.A.R. 


The first year’s work, which has been regarded as experimental, has 
been a definite success, and the Committee proposes to continue the 
Club. The Club ends the year with a credit balance of 5/3. 


8—AnnuaL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION: At the invitation of the 
Division, the Annual Meeting of the Association was held in Birming- 
ham on 13th June, 1928. About 170 members from all parts of the 
country attended the meeting, and judging by the reports received, the 
meeting was a great success. The Division had the pleasure of enter- 
taining the visitors at lunch and tea. 


9.—MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN: During the year the Committee has 
directed special efforts towards increasing the membership of the 
Division, and the success attending its efforts is reflected in the mem- 
bership figures reported in para. 1. With the object of bringing the 
Association to the notice of new entrants to the profession, the Com- 
mittee has secured the co-operation of a number of Library representa- 
tives, who have undertaken to watch the interests of the Division in 
their particular libraries. 


10.—DEFINITION oF Drivisonat AREA: At the request of the Com- 
mittee, the Council of the Association has defined the area of the 
Division as the Counties of Warwick, Worcester, Salop, Staffs., Leicester 
and Northants. This allocation of territory enables the Committee to 
concentrate its work on a part of the country without fear of encroach- 
ing on districts already covered by other Divisions. 


11—Opsituary: It is with great regret that the Committee records 
the death of Mr. Walter Powell, late Chief Librarian of the Birmingham 
Public Libraries. Mr. Powell was for many years Hon. President of the 
Division, and always showed keen and practical interest in the work of 
the Association. 


12—Union oF Liprary Societies: The question of the Union of 
Library Societies has been considered by the Committee on several 
occasions during the year, and a memorandum setting forth its con- 
sidered view, has been submitted to the Council of the Association. 


13.—Conciusion: Of the year’s work there is little that calls for 
special comment. Steady progress has been maintained in all the 
Division’s activities, and the outlook for the future promises another 
successful year. Like most other Associations of a similar character, 
too few members of the A.A.L,. are active in its interests, and this is the 












hawk «« an a) 





249 


more remarkable in view of the extraordinary enthusiasm of the few. 
By no library assistant can it be said “it gives me nothing,” and to most 
it gives a great dea 

On the whole, the increase in membership is satisfactory, but the 
Committee are certain that it has not yet attained the peak, and they 
hope that all members will take every opportunity for nominating new 
members. 

On behalf of the Committee, 


H. M. CASHMORE, Chairman. 
VICTOR WOODS, Hon. Sec. 


BALANCE SHEET, 1927-8. 


RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE. 
s. d. £s. d. 
Credit Balance aces Quotas to ‘Treasurer 


1927-8 aes 40 
By Subscriptions . 47 
Balance on Social A/c. . a 
Balance on Magazine Club 

A/c. “as aah e 


. 3 (London) <<. wae 2 
16 6 Hon. Secretary’s expenses 3 0 14 
16 6 Hon. Social Secretary’s 
expenses wae «e, OAn 2 
5 Hon. See Sena 1 011 
Printing ... eis . 2 
Stationery oa < 2s 8 
Transferred to Annual 
Meeting A/c. . 1211 93 


£55 17 2 
Balance si asa, Bee oe 


£59 7 4 £59 7 4 





Audited and found correct, 
3rd October, 1928. C. JACKSON. 


South WEstERN DIVISION. 
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS for the Year 1927-8. 


RECEIPTS. & s..¢ 
£64 EXPENDITURE. 

Postages, Stationery, etc.5 7 83 
June—In hand when Divi- Delegates’ expenses at- 
sion formed «a ols 2 tending Meeting at 
Subscriptions ... ...13 1 0 Birmingham (50 per 

cent. railway fare) ... 3 10 11 

Rebate to Headquarters 8 7 0 
Balance at end of year 

0.9.28 er ob 


£21 14 2 £21 14 2 





Hon. Treasurer, KATHLEEN R. BENNETT. 
Examined and found correct, 
H. MOURANT, Hon. Secretary. 
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The Inaugural Meeting of the New South-Western Division was 
held at Portsmouth on October 26th, 1927. Visits were made to the 
Cathedral and the Bishop’s House. Mr. Cooper (Portsmouth), read a 
paper. 

18th January, 1928. Meeting held at Winchester. Cathedral visited. 
Mr. Mourant (Southampton) was awarded the prize (a book) for the 
best effort in a Magazine Evening. 


26th April, 1928. Meeting held at Southampton. Visited “Aquitania” 
(56,000 tons), and Tudor House Museum. Mr. Hutt (Portsmouth) read 
a paper on “Portsmouth Charters.” 


SHORT NOTICES. 


Reports, Bulletins, Magazines, &c. 


Brentford and Chiswick. Public Libraries and Museums: 
Annual Reports, March, 1928. 


Brentford :—Stock: 25,723; Issues: 46,382; Tickets :(mumber not 
stated); Chiswick :—Stock: 28,889; Issues: 231,074; Tickets: 13,327. 


Bristol Public Libraries: Programme of Lectures. 


A short list of books illustrating the subjects is printed with the 
details of the lecture to be given. The resources of the library prove 
themselves adequate to support the lectures. Under “ Art,” for instance, 
we find Bulley’s “ Art and counterfeit”; Fry’s “Vision and design”; 
and Gordon’s “ Modern French painters.” These are indispensable 
books, and it is a pleasure not, alas, always enjoyed, to see them thus in 
stock and brought to public notice. May we suggest Clive Bell’s “ Art” 
as a lively companion to Fry’s superb book of zsthetic criticism. Few 
will look at pictures in quite the same way after reading these two great 
books. Bell’s, by the way, can now be obtained for 3/6 (Phcenix Library: 
Chatto & Windus). Bulley’s useful book will pass many hours away and 
can be utilised as a sort of parlour game. You decide what is art and 
what counterfeit, encourage everybody else who is lounging by the fire 
to do the same and then look to the index to see. who painted the picture 
or created the design. The player who makes the least number of cor- 
rect judgments buys a copy of Bell: it being assumed that they are most 
in need of zsthetic instruction. 


Halifax Readers’ Guide, September, 1928. 


Contains a short article on “ the Classics,” by the Rev. A. G. Simpson. 


Leeds Public Libraries: Story-half-hours, and Lectures and 
Literature, 1928-9. 


Lincoln i Public Libraries, Museum and Art Gallery. Report, 
1927-8. 


This well-printed and comely report contains illustrations, notice of 
4 new Branch Library recently opened, and notice of the Sunday opening 
of the Reference Library and Newsrooms. The average attendance was 
319: thus an old controversy is revived. 
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Newcastle Public Library System: a short account. 


An interesting pamphlet, which we hope will be very widely dis- 
tributed in the City. The Reference Library has some fine and invalu- 
able examples of early printing in its collection. Perhaps it will be 
remembered that the Newcastle-on-Tyne Catalogue of the Greek and 
Latin Classics was the best of its kind ever issued in this country, or so 
far as we know, in any other. 


Norwich Public Libraries. Readers’ Guide: Oct.-Dec. 


Contains a portrait of Bunyan, together with a good and extensive 
list of books on that writer. The remainder of this number is taken up 
with latest editions and lists of books by modern authors. The latest 
editions comprise books on subjects ranging from paper-tearing for in- 
fants, to brass implements of the home. In passing, we note that Belloc’s 
collaborator in the book on the Party System is given as G. K. Chester- 
ton; that author’s brother, Cecil, was of course, the culprit. 


Sheffield Public Libraries: Lectures, 1928-9. 
Each lecture is adequately supported by an extensive reading-list. 


Wallasey Readers’ Guide. October, 1928. 


There is scarcely a non-fiction book listed which is not of first-rate 
quality. 


Bulletin of the A.L.A., Sept., 1928. 


This huge volume of 511 double-columned pages is a record of truly 
amazing activity. Herein are given the papers and proceedings of the 
50th Annual Conference, including the President’s Address. Mr. Carl B. 
Roden’s survey of ten years’ work is well worth reading, and so too, is 
Miss Effie Power’s “ The Children’s Library in a Changing World.” 


St. Louis Monthly Bulletin, Sept., 1928. 


Something of the cosmopolitan nature of the American reading 
public may be gauged by glancing at the list of foreign fiction. Here 
are listed novels in French, German, Polish, Russian, Spanish, Bohemian, 
Swedish, Italian, Hungarian, and Yiddish. 


McGill University Library School. Announcement. 
Library Journal, September, 1928. 


Principal Contents:—State documents and the business man, by 
Rollin A. Sawyer; Government Library Salaries, by G. F. Bowerman; 
Forty important American books of 1927 (the A.L.A.); Safeguarding 
uae books, by F. K. Walter; Library Legislation in 1927, by W. F. 

ust. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


Associates: Walter Frank Broome, Jnr. (Brixton), Henry Currall, Leon- 
ard Payne, Reginald Smith (Reading), Cecilia Fordham (Lincoln), 
Henry John Lait (Bristol Univ.), Francis McDonald (Cardiff). 

Members: Miss M. Colin, Richard Pratt (West Ham), L. Dobson (United 
Service Club), Agnes Human (Yeovil), Leslie Cox, Doris Mansfield 
(Cardiff), Margaret Stephens (Kingston), F. H. F. Rebentisch, H. 

_ Tiller (Tottenham), Ena Riches (Croydon). . 
Midland Division.—Associates: Miss L. Hurd, Miss E. Gavin (Coventry), 
Miss D. Wilson, Miss L. B. Whitefield, Miss D. J. Howard, Miss 
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W. R. N. Payne, Miss A. Pearson, Miss D. Wheeler, Miss E. M. 
Read (Birmingham), Reginald Bowdler (Kidderminster). 
Members: Douglas Frederick Warren (Northampton County), H 
Thompson (Birmingham). 

South- _™ Division—Associate: Frederick William Smith (Ports- 
mout 


APPOINTMENTS. 


PomFREt, JosEPH, Borough Librarian and Curator, Darwen, to be Borough 
Librarian of the Harris Library. Fellow of the Library Association. 
Salary : £400 per annum. 

(Other selected candidates: Messrs. F. Barlow (Croydon), H. Hamer 
(Bolton), G. V. R. Hayward (Norwich), E. Higginson (Preston), R. 

. Lynn (Wallasey), A. Rennie (Gateshead-on-Tyne), and M. J. 
Wrigley (Liverpool). 

*TILLIE, Hinpa A., Assistant Librarian at Kingston-on-Thames, to be 
Assistant Librarian at Chiswick Public Library. London Matricula- 
tion, and five L.A. Certificates. Salary: £50 + £7 10s. to £80 per 
annum., plus Bonus. 

CocKERLYNE, Exsiz, M.A. (Leeds), Pupil Assistant, W. Riding County 
Library, to be Senior Cataloguer, Lancashire County Library. Salary: 

per annum. 
(Other selected candidates: Miss Bertie (Nat. Lib. of Wales), Miss 
Barrie (Croydon), Miss Bradley (Newcastle Lit. and Phil. Soc.), and 
Miss Wise (Cheltenham). 


*Member of the Association of Assistant Librarians. 








THE OFFICERS OF THE A.A.L. 


President. . . . A. WEBB, Reference Library, Brighton, 


Sussex. 
Vice-President . . R.COOPER, Central Library, Battersea, S.E. 
Honorary Editor . . F. SEYMOUR SMITH, Municipal Library, 


Bethnal Green, E.2. 


Honorary Treasurer . F. E. SANDRY, Public Library, Barking 
Road, E.16. 


Honorary Secretary . GURNER P. JONES, B.A., Public Library, 
Bancroft Road, E.1. 


Honorary Librarian . Miss S. TOMS, Central Library, Holloway 
Road, N.1. 


All correspondence relating to the journal should be addressed to the 

Editor ; that concerning subscriptions, etc., to the Treasurer ; new members 

should write to the Secretary. Those wishing for information concerning 

Correspondence Classes should pba A A og E. M. Exley, St. Marylebone 
Public ary, 





























